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Development Priorities of Citizens of Berhampur “People’s Manifesto”
Berhampur is the first municipality of Odisha (constituted in 1855), second largest city with a population of nearly
half million, is the commercial, educational and cultural hub of south Odisha. The town has numerous problems and
challenges which start from poor service delivery to the weak governance and institutional framework, resulting in
slow development. Provision of drinking water supply and sanitation is decade old problem, no organized drainage
system for discharging of filth and excess wastewater, waste disposal and management systems have serious
problems, roads of the town are rough and muddy, poor quality of basic services to slums are very acute,
unavailability livelihood options, rising social exclusion, poor participation of slum dwellers (including women, youth,
children and the weaker section) in civic activities, inefficient bureaucracy, low level of civic engagement, lack of
political will and corruption has slowed down the development process.
The city has an elected system of governance and people elect their council in every five years. Election after election
has been passed, many political parties with their agenda assure people with many development agenda during
election period. In reality the promises has not been fulfilled by them even elected several times. Sometimes political
parties and candidates at the local level don’t have any specific agenda for the city. Keeping this in mind Youth for
Social Development (YSD) a local NGO based in Berhampur working to improve governance and citizen participation
has taken an initiative to develop a ‘People’s Manifesto’ consists of the basic road map of what a party would do in
case if it is voted to power. However, in the recent past, many of the issues related to people are not finding place
neither in election manifesto nor in the debates of the political parties. In this backdrop, people's manifesto is an
attempt to bring back the people‐centric issues in to the centre stage of the Indian democratic electoral politics. This
in turn empowers the people to influence political parties to move towards good governance. The manifesto
formulated by people of the Brahmapur City would help in addressing more pertinent issues related to governance.
People in turn would pressurize political parties to include these issues in their own manifestos, there by generating
larger political debate on governance issues. Thus, people's manifesto allows bringing back the core of Indian
democracy ‐‐ PEOPLE.
YSD has undertaken 20 local public hearing in 20 slums in Berhampur during August 16, 2013 to August 26, 2013
where people were consulted and participated to prioritize their development agenda resulted in the formation of 16
Key Demands for ‘Governance & Development’ prioritized by the local people. Finally a draft agenda has been
prepared and put before a large public, civil society and intellectual consultation by organizing open forum. Similarly,
parallel effort has been undertaken to consolidate the priorities of children living in urban poverty and developed a
‘Children’s Manifesto’ (10 key demands) in consultation with the children and ‘child clubs’ in 22 slums, in
Berhampur.
At the end a two different manifestos ‘People’s Manifesto’ and ‘Children’s Manifesto’ has been prepared and
submit to all the political parties and candidates contesting civic elections. We feel the ‘People’s Manifesto’ put
before them would provide proper vision and agenda about ground realities and aspirations of people towards
elected representatives.
Please find the enclosed copy of ‘People’s Manifesto’ and ‘Children’s Manifesto’
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